COLLINGBOURNE DUCISPARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT
COLLINGBOURNE PRIMARY SCHOOL
ON THURSDAY 6 MAY 2004 AT 7.00 PM

Present: Dist Clir A Still (Chairman)
Clirs Bale, Carter, Cogdell, Cox, MolyneuxDowns, Price,
J C Robinson, JW Robinson, Shields and Stone, County Clir M Connally,
Dr B King, Mr JMason, PC JDavis, MrsL Rogers, Mr J Dowsett
and four members of the public.

Apologiesfor absence: None

1. Annual Report of the Parish Council.

The Chairman said that thisyear had been a disappointing one for the Parish Council with the closure of the
Village Hall because of damage to the roof and the loss of the recreation ground play areadueto
vandalism. Wiltshire County Council Y outh Section are looking at funding thisinthefuture. There has

a so been damage to the two wooden bus sheltersleading to the one at Everleigh Road being removed. The
shelter by the shop isto be refurbished but Clir Still warned that the council cannot fund further repairsif it
continuesto suffer damage.

The good newsisthat the new school is due to open later during the year and severa thousand pounds
have been raised by the Friends of Collingbourne School and the PTA

to supply new equipment.

Thevillage now hastwo Flood Wardens, Cllrs Still and Shields who will be on hand to deal with possible
futureproblems.

The Senior Environmental Health Officer for Kennet District Council will attend the next Parish Council
meeting on 3 Juneto give an update on what they are doing to deal with the problem of fliesthisyear.

CllIr Still said that hisyear as Chairman had been one of the most depressing periodsin thevillage and
reminded those present that seven years ago it won first prizeinits classin the Best Kept Village
Competition. He hoped that things would improve in the coming year.

2. Summary of the Council’ sfinancial performancefor theyear ended

31 March 2004.

ClIr JW Robinson said he anticipated that the un-audited annual statement of accountswill be availablefor
approval by the Parish Council at the July meeting.

In the year ended 31 March 2004 the Parish Council operated within the income and expenditure budgets
set for theyear. Therewere no significant items of over-expenditurein the ear. Savingswere madein
Councillors’ and Clerk’ s expenses, elections, training costs and the contingency was not used. Incomewas
in linewith budget.

Reserves at the end of thefinancia year were approximately £16,000. This has been allocated to the
Village Hall Roof Fund (£5,000) Knapp Close play area refurbishment (£4,088) and burial ground
refurbishment and recreation ground play arearepairs (£4,000).

3. Governors Report from Collingbourne C E Primary School.

Chair of Governors Dr B King introduced Mr Jeff Mason whosucceeded Mrs JWright as headteacher in
January thisyear. Shereported that there were 100 children on role with 5 full-time members of staff and
no part-time teachers after the completion of thisyear’s SATs at the end of May. The school community
was very excited about moving into their new premises at the end of the October term and Dr King thanked
everyone who had hel ped with fund-raising to equip the new schooal.

Mr Mason thanked the Parish Council for inviting him to the meeting and said he had had avery warm
welcome at the school and feels very much at homethere. He was|ooking forward to moving the present
school forward and seesthe new school asjust a stage further in this process. He will try to make sure the
moveitself isasimple one. The official opening will take place in the term before Christmas. In asense
the new school itself isaready part of the curriculum with regular visits by the children to the siteand by
Mr Grant Pomphrey, Site Manager, to the school. The new school will have fantastic facilitieswhich they
arelooking to share with the wider community in the future.

Dr King and Mr Mason then answered questions from those present.



4. Observations of Wiltshire County Clir Connally.

ClIr Connolly reported that concernsregarding the original accessto the new school siteviathevillage hall
had been taken on board and a new entrance for the school, via Chicks Lane, wasfactored in. The 30 mph
speed limit will be extended to beyond the village hall entrance as part of the package and atraffic calming
measure near the entrance to the school will also be put in place.

The Electoral Commission has recommended that the Collingbournes and Everleigh be placed into anew
county seat called Bedwyn and Collingbourne. This seatwill be huge with some 17 Parishesfor one
County Councillor to cover.

The County Council raised its Council Tax by 5.98% thisyear. Thisincrease would have been lessthan
inflation if Central Government had not held back for the second year running £6Mthat Wiltshire was
entitled to under the new funding arrangements that had been brought in for local government last year.
The leader of the County Council was given good newsby BT who confirmed that it was upgrading over
1200 exchanges to take broadbandby June 2005. BT has stated that all exchanges covering Wiltshire
would beincluded in these upgrades.

ClIr Connolly has been nominated by the Tidworth Community Area Partnership to lead on the transport
element of the AreaPlan. Heisworking with County to ensure that a package of schemesis put together to
beincluded inthe next 5 year Loca Transport Plan that County submitsto Central Government next year
and islooking for any ideas for schemes and new membersfor the committee. A questionnaire will be sent
to every household in the Community Areato assessthe requirement for community transport.

ClIr Connolly then answered questions from those present.

5. Report from District Clir A Still.

Kennet District Council raised its council tax by 5% this year— amove forced upon it by Central
Government. Scheduled increasesfor last year, thisyear and next year will increase council tax by 15%.
Therevenuereserve at Kennet District Council standsat just under £3M but cannot be used for revenue.
Although the houses in Saunders Meadow were al occupiedlast year the council tax paidwentinto the
revenue reserve asthetaxhad aready been set for the year. Kennetisnot classified asapoor area.

South East Kennet Area Forum now meets twice ayearinstead of every three months. It feeds information
into thelocal strategic partnership Tidworth Development Trust. If those who organise the Forum can be
encouraged to publicise meetingsit will in turn encourage people to attend and ask questions.

Kennet District Council has £80,000 available for grantsthisyear and any voluntary organisations can
apply for funding for community activities.

ClIr Still then answered questions from those present.

6. Report from Wiltshire Constabulary.

PC John Davis informed the meeting that Sgt Paul Oatway has now retired after 32 years service 9 of
which were spent at Tidworth. Last year he was awarded the Queen’ s Police Meda. Hewill be taking up
acivilian post at Salisbury Police Station.

Hisreplacement at Tidworth will be Sgt Mick Woodswho iscoming from Salisbury to join them.

Thisyear’ scrime figuresindicate that Tidworth section continuesto be one of the safest areasin the county
with adetection rate of 37.7% despite areduction in staff numbersby 3. There were 24 recorded crimes of
V\rlngh 6 were burglaries to dwellings, 3 were burglariesto farm buildings, 7 criminal damage, 1 arson and 1
theft.

PC Davisthen answered questions from those present.

7. Statement of Accountsfrom the Village Hall Trust.

Mrs Lindie Rogers reported a very warm and reassuring response to their appeal following the disaster of
thevillage hall roof. Thehall isafacility that the village has got used to having and hopefully it will re-
openin September. Severa Parish Councillors have been very supportive and although they might not
always bein agreement it has been avery positive collaboration. The Village Hall Trust will haveto pay in
the region of £10,000 VAT on the cost of the repair work and Mrs Rogers appealed to the Council to
consider requisitioning the work on their behalf so that it could then reclaim the VAT.

Mr John Dowsett reported that £25,000 has been received in cash and £23,000 is pledged making atotal of
£48,000 towards the repair work. Costingisproving avery slow and tortuous process. They now havea
reduced specification and are awaiting tenders. They are also awaiting the results of two more applications
for funding. Asthey do not want to compete for funding with many other organisatiors in the villagesthey
have notheld alot of fund-raisng events.

MrsRogersand Mr Dowsett then answered questions from those present.

8. Report from the Bypass Action Group.



ClIr Shields reported that an open meeting on 16 May 2003 was very poorly attended despite being
advertised by aflyer in the Courier. Only some 34 householdsin Ducis and Kingston were represented and
subsequently only 22 persons expressed an active interest in pursuing the objectives of the Group.

With further government cut backs on road building and in particular bypassesthereislittle prospect of
anything being achieved in either the near or medium term future. Even the A338/A346 Working Group
appearsto have lost its momentum to strive for overal improvements along thisroute.

However the work of lobbying andobtaining sound statistical dataon traffic flowsthrough thevillage
needsto be maintained so that the Group is in aposition to present astrong case if and when government
dtitudes change and funding may becomeavailable.

Inthelight of thisa Traffic Count was once again carried out in July 2003. Thetotal vehicle count of 8,807
did not maintain the upward trend of the past four years but significantly the overall count of HGVsrose
from 8.5% of the total in2002 to 9.2%.

Of most concern was the fact that some 20.9% of HGV s were 6 axle articul ated vehicles compared with
17.2%in 2002. Theinevitabletrend towardsthe larger, higher payload continues. A new count period
from 5 am to 7 am showed amuch lower traffic volume than had been anticipated.

Given the necessary support afurther count will be held in July 2004,

ClIr Shields then answered questions from those present.

9. Written Resolutions.
There being no resolutionsto consider the Chairman thanked all the speakers.

The meeting closed at 8.02 pm.



